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ROLE OF THE CHURCH  

 

"The issue is also emotionally loaded in the secular community. Jodi Jacobson, executive director of the Center for Health and Gender Equity, a Beltway watchdog group that closely follows AIDS issues, expresses frustration at faith-based groups that are not willing to use all the tools available to fight AIDS. "They'll go into school and communities with a focus on abstinence only. Or they'll deliver condoms when requested—to truck drivers and prostitutes only." That doesn't work, she says, in a general epidemic that has "everyone at risk." "I think we would be better off if that sector of the Christian community would stay out of prevention and do what they do best—treatment and care," Jacobson says.

 

Ted Green, the Harvard researcher, believes that abstinence promotion is just as taboo in the secular world as condom promotion is in the religious world. He notes that when Bill Gates said a few good words about "ABC"—the policy of abstinence, being faithful, and condoms endorsed by the Bush administration—at the International AIDS conference in Toronto this August, he was booed. Green contends that a condom-only approach, widely practiced over decades, has failed to stem the tide of AIDS in Africa. He's a strong proponent of ABC. 

 

I.  WHAT CAN/SHOULD THE CHURCH DO?

 

Pray, individually and corporately

 

Reemphasize the holistic character of the gospel and Jesus’ priority to health and healing, recognizing that healing and safeguarding health is central to the church’s mission, along with worship, preaching, and teaching

 

Reconsider Western, post-sexual revolution values relating to sexual behavior and examine again the church’s traditional teaching about the relation of sex and marriage

 

Model and teach healthy behaviors and create supportive environments enabling everyone to practice healthy behaviors

 

With Jesus as a model, work to reduce AIDS-related stigma, seeking a delicate balance between modeling and teaching healthy behaviors and loving and accepting those with HIV, regardless of how they may have been infected

 

Partner with governments and donors to focus attention on HIV prevention, emphasizing that the church’s influence in forming community values and norms contributes to HIV prevention
From Rick Warren, pastor of Saddleback Church and author of The Purpose-Driven Life
 
Learn a church-based strategy:

Six ways your C.H.U.R.C.H.© can minister to those with HIV/AIDS
 
Care for and support the sick

Handle testing and counseling

Unleash a volunteer labor force

Remove the stigma

Champion healthy behavior
   

HIV/AIDS is complex and yet preventable. Churches have the moral authority to 


promote healthy behavior and to offer moral imperatives for the family and teach 

the moral motivation for abstinence and faithfulness. To resist peer pressure and 


relapse, faithfulness requires faith.


Help with nutrition and medications
  

II.  IDEAS FOR STUDENTS
 
Pray, individually and corporately
 
As young members of the church, explore how to contribute to all the points cited above in “Role of the Church”
 
Relate to an AIDS ministry near your college or home; become a friend with someone living with HIV or AIDS

 
Join or start an Acting on AIDS chapter

 

Work with your pastor and teachers at your church to educate your congregation about AIDS and encourage engagement

 

Discuss and define how Christian values and the love of Christ apply to sexual behavior in our modern society; model those values and advocate proactively for culture change

 

Consider a short-term mission assignment or an internship in some aspect of AIDS ministry

 

Form a “twinning” relationship between your campus or Acting on AIDS chapter and a college or church in Africa with AIDS as an important dimension of that relationship

 

Explore possibilities for collaboration and mutual learning and support between Acting on AIDS and the secular Student Global AIDS Campaign (SGAC)

 

Consider graduate study and careers relating to some aspect of AIDS or public health

 

Study the motivations behind the establishment of a “Chastity Club” at Princeton University

 

Sign up for CCIH’s two AIDS-related email listservs, by sending blank emails to AIDS-join@ccih.org and ABCplus-join@ccih.org 
