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Sign Letter to G8 leaders to Support Universal Access 

Introduction

In July 2005, G8 leaders made a commitment to "develop
and implement a package for a comprehensive HIV prevention,
treatment and care, with the aim of as close as possible to
universal access to treatment for all people who need it by
2010." This promise was made global at the UN World Summit in
September 2005, and in June 2006 all UN member states endorsed
a commitment to "universal access to comprehensive prevention
programmes, treatment, care and support by 2010".

This promise is not being kept, neither in terms of sufficient
and sustainable funding nor in terms of concrete action.

Religious leaders made a powerful statement to G8 leaders
in advance of the July 2006 summit on the need to keep the
promise of Universal Access. This call must be strengthened
before the G8 Summit, to be held in Germany, 6-8 June.

Background

The G8 is a high-level ministerial meeting of Canada, France,
Germany, Italy, Japan, Russia, United Kingdom, United States
[with the European Union also present]. Health and HIV in
particular have been increasingly important agenda items for
the meeting in recent times and the Global Fund is a product
of G8 discussions five years ago. Hosted this year by Germany
from 6 to 8 June 2007, whose Chancellor has already pledged
to put HIV high on the agenda, it is an opportunity to lobby,
in cooperation with many civil society groups, for central
elements needed to achieve Universal Access including:

· * Developing and implementing a comprehensive, long-term
funding plan

· *Strengthening health systems

· *Ensuring affordable medicines

· *Supporting women and children

· *Monitoring progress

Without sufficient financial and leadership commitment from
G8 countries the promises of Universal Access simply cannot
be kept. Already, we are just 3 years away from the target
2 April 2007 and are facing a major funding shortfall. As a result,
over 75% of people urgently needing life-saving treatment are
not receiving it, and last year 3 million people died of AIDS-
related illnesses.

What Can I Do?

Religious leaders and all people of faith are strongly
encouraged to sign a letter prepared by the Ecumenical Advocacy
Alliance calling on the G8 heads of state to keep their promise
of reaching Universal Access through concrete action. The text
of the letter is below.

· * If you support this appeal, PLEASE SIGN-ON THE LETTER BELOW by
sending your name, title (if appropriate), organization, city,
country and e- mail address to: G8Leaders@e-alliance.ch by no later
than 19 May 2007. The letter will be sent to all G8 heads of state
on 21 May 2007 with all received signatures.

· * If you reside in a G8 member state, please feel free to also
use this letter as a template for writing to your President/Prime
Minister to urge them to keep the promise made on universal access
to comprehensive prevention programmes, treatment, care and support
by 2010.

· * If you reside in a non-G8 member state, visit or write to the
missions of G8 member states in your country. Tell them that you are
concerned about the short fall funding to meet the commitments
contained in the UNGASS Declaration of Commitment to universal
access to comprehensive prevention programmes, treatment, care and
support by 2010 and if funding is not scaled up, there is a serious
risk of not meeting the 2015 Millennium Development Goals.

Letter

The text of the letter follow:
As religious leaders and people of faith, we are writing to
you to urgently request your active support in scaling up the
response to HIV and AIDS. As you prepare to meet, in June 2007,
with other leaders of the G8 nations in Heiligendamm, Germany,
we call upon you and all the G8 heads of states to fulfill
your stated goals of supporting a global response to HIV and
AIDS, tuberculosis, and malaria that achieves Universal Access
to comprehensive prevention programmes, treatment, care and
support by 2010.

We remind you of the commitments you made at the G8 Summit
in July 2005, when you promised to "develop and implement
a package for a comprehensive HIV prevention, treatment and
care, with the aim of as close as possible to universal access
to treatment for all people who need it by 2010." This
promise received global affirmation at the UN World Summit
in September 2005, and, in June 2006, all UN member states
endorsed a commitment to "universal access to comprehensive
prevention programmes, treatment, care and support by 2010".

These words have given hope not only to the millions living
with HIV but also to their families, to their communities
and carers, and to entire countries for which the economic and
social fabric is threatened by the devastation of AIDS. However,
without sufficient financial and leadership commitment from
G8 countries, the words cited above have little meaning. At
present, we find ourselves merely three years away from the
target 2 April 2007 and are facing a major funding shortfall. As a
result, more than 75% of people urgently needing life-saving
treatment are not receiving it, and, last year, three million
people died of AIDS-related illnesses.

As people of faith we write to you based on our commitment to justice
and health for all, our belief that we are all affected by HIV and
AIDS, and our vast experience in practical health care and pastoral
support to people affected by HIV and AIDS. We join with others in
civil society, recognizing that only through strong partnerships will
HIV and AIDS be eradicated, to ask you to take the following critical
steps in ensuring Universal Access can be a reality:

1. Financing Universal Access: A comprehensive, long-term funding
plan needs to be created that ensures that a scale-up to universal
access in all countries can be fully financed in a sustainable and
predictable way. This includes fully supporting an enlarged Global
Fund in order to reach the targeted resources for AIDS,
tuberculosis and malaria of US$18 billion for 2008-2010.

2. Strengthening Health Systems: G8 countries need to take a
leadership role in ensuring that health care systems can
effectively and equitably deliver comprehensive services through
sustainable long-term financing and investment and support for
health workers.

3. Ensuring Affordable Medicines: G8 countries could play a
critical role in increasing access to affordable medicines by
encouraging the use of flexibilities in the WTO TRIPS Agreement in
a manner supportive of public health; refraining from including
provisions that go beyond TRIPS in bilateral and regional trade
agreements; supporting the collective management of intellectual
property rights through patent pools for essential medicines;
constructively engaging in the WHOùs work on public health,
innovation and intellectual property; and stimulating research and
development on pediatric treatment and diagnostic tools.

4. Supporting Women and Children: The vulnerability of women and
children must be addressed through the full support and funding of
national programmes for the prevention of mother-to-child
transmission (PMTCT+), new initiatives to assure increased access
to life-saving anti-retroviral medications for children living with
HIV, committed efforts to support children and families affected by
HIV and AIDS, and support for comprehensive prevention education
and appropriate legislation and enforcement to end violence against
women and girls.

5. Monitoring Progress: A high-level working group on HIV and AIDS
under the auspices of the G8 needs to be created to ensure accountability - that the
Universal Access commitments on HIV and AIDS treatment, care and
prevention are supported and achieved through robust monitoring and
strong technical support.

We are fully aware that the goal of Universal Access is very
ambitious, but we are also very aware that nothing less will
do if we have any hope of eradicating AIDS from our world.
We call on you to demonstrate your leadership, to keep the
promises you have already made, and to strengthen and support
our collective resolve to live in a world without AIDS.

In faith and hope,

For more information see:

Ecumenical Advocacy Alliance:
http://www.e-alliance.ch/g8_summit.jsp
World AIDS Campaign:
http://www.worldaidscampaign.info/index.php/en/campaigns/key_events/g8
For past Action Alerts and Bulletins from the HIV and AIDS
Campaign, see http://www.e-alliance.ch/newsletters.jsp 
================================================================

The Ecumenical Advocacy Alliance is a broad international
network of churches and Christian organizations
cooperating in advocacy on global trade and HIV and
AIDS. The Alliance is based in Geneva, Switzerland. For
more information, see http://www.e-alliance.ch/ 

