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Are you a doctor - or perhaps a surgeon, Ob-Gyn. Pediatrician, Family Medicine, etc. - looking to become involved with short-term overseas missions?

 

EHA has a critical need for short term assistance - 2 weeks to 6 months - to support the work of Indian physicians.  

 

At times the case load exceeds the capacity of their surgeons.  Often the surgeons at an EHA hospital will have to go a few years without a vacation due to the limited numbers of qualified doctors.  

 

Also, new Family Medicine Practice Residency programs need experienced FP instructors. If you are interested in finding out more about short term (two to twelve weeks) or longer term ministry opportunities in India, please contact the EHA office online at www.eha-health.org.

Phone: 1.888.893.2654 Email:info@ehausa.org 
Fax: 1.847.577.1556 
Quick Links:
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EHA Website
Support EHA
Fire Destroys Indian Village!

Dear Friend of EHA,  
     
I'm saddened to have to start things off with such tragic news, but we want to bring to your attention the recent fire that largely destroyed the village of Kasampur happened last month near Herbertpur Christian Hospital in Utter Pradesh.  

The situation is dire for the many who have lost their homes and everything they own.  Our first article below will fill you in with more of the details, but please be praying for the people of Kasampur and the EHA workers on-site who are helping those in need.

 

Also this time:

   - An update on EHA's relief and development work in the Andaman Islands

   - A focused profile on Prakash George.

 

Thank you for your interest in EHA.  
 
In Him,

 
Howard Searle, MD
Executive Director

 

Devastating Fire at Kasampur                   
Kasampur, a small village in the Saharanpur district of Utter Pradesh, was ravaged by wildfires that broke out last month.  The area is largely Muslim.  

 

Late last month, a fire started in a villager's home and with the very high winds blowing, the fire spread across the village rapidly. In just over an hour most of the village was destroyed. There are about 800-900 households in the village and half of them were completely burned to the ground. The majority of the population is Muslim, and out of a population nearing 6000, 2300 people have been left destitute with everything they owned lost to the fire. 

When people saw the fire spreading, they tried rescuing their livestock and children. Despite these efforts, many animals still died. This time of the year is just after the wheat harvest and people had recently received money from their sale of grain. This is also the time when most Muslim families would begin to plan weddings in their families. However, in less than an hour, people lost their belongings, savings and dreams. Fire engines reached the village but not until after the fire had already done its damage.  Since the fire covered about a two square kilometer area, there was little the fireman could have done to control the fire.

This is the second time in ten years that a fire of this magnitude has broken out in the village and gutted homes and shattered the lives of people.

EHA, working through their Herbertpur Christian Hospital in this affected area, has personnel in the area working alongside government agencies and relief teams.  Together, they are offering medical aid and trying to provide sanitary living conditions for the thousands of displaced people.  

The needs are many right now, and we would ask those who feel led to help financially to contact EHA here.  There is little clean water, poor sanitation, scarce accommodations, and a demoralized group of people who need to see the love of Christians.

Please be praying for the people of Kasampur and the EHA teams ministering among them.  

 

To donate to the relief work in Kasampur, follow this link.  Designate your gift for fire relief.  

Asha Sagar Project: At A Glance 

Tsunami Relief Update 
Andaman Islands 
 

Earlier this year Dr. Howard Searle, EHA USA director was privileged to travel to the Andaman Islands to receive a first hand update on EHA's work there.  This is his report.  

The Asha Sagar Project was initiated by EHA soon after the twin disaster of both a tsunami and earthquake on December 26th, 2004. The EHA team provided immediate medical relief, personal encouragement, and basic life necessities to the affected people. 

Based on recommendations made by EHA people on-the-ground after the initial relief phase was complete, a second phase was designed for the long term rehabilitation and development of the area.  The focus has been on needs pertaining to housing, employment opportunity, community health (i.e. clean water, sanitation, etc.), disaster preparedness for the future, and leadership development among the native population. 

In the second phase, work was implemented by six local faith based agencies that partnered with EHA.  These included: Indian Evangelical Mission (IEM), Shiloh Evangelistic Mission, Methodist Church, Gossner Evangelical Lutheran Church (GELC), Hindi Baptist Church and PILAR Health Center. 

One of the project's peripheral aims has been increasing the capacity of the faith-based partners and local people participating in the programs in the area so that the model used here can be implemented elsewhere around the country.  Through such a network of partners, real systematic coordination could enable these groups and local citizens to better organize the communities for sustainable development.

Please check out the fantastic short two-part video on the Asha Sagar project entitled "A Journey Towards Transformation" that EHA has posted on YouTube.  Here is Part I and Part II. 
 

An EHA profile:    

Rev. Prakash George
  
This month our profile features Director of Human Resources, Rev. Prakash George.
Since joining EHA's staff in 1997, Prakash George has been a faithful and valued asset in the work being done in India.  After becoming a Christian at the age of 20, Rev. Prakash felt called into ministry and completed both seminary and a master's program for a degree in chemistry to prepare himself for whatever work the Lord had in store for him.
Prakash served in different ministerial/pastoral roles before his wife, Jameela, a doctor, decided a little more than 10 years ago that she wanted to use her medical talents in ministry as well.  The two of them, and their family, joined the EHA Share Project team, Prakash in an administrative role and his wife overseeing the community health and development work among the villagers in the foothills of the Himalayas.  In 2005, they moved to Delhi to work out of EHA's headquarters there where Prakash now oversees the spiritual development of the staff, trains new personnel, and his wife directs research and bioethics within EHA and beyond.  
Rev. George is a faithful believer, and reminds those of us here in the United States that the number one need EHA has is prayer.  Early and often.  He is a man who rightly recognizes that only if the Spirit is at work in and through EHA's ministries will their labor be effective.  
There are difficult times ahead for Christians everywhere, and India more than most countries knows this all too well already.  With EHA leaders like Prakash nearing retirement, we need to call on the Lord to bring forth new and faithful servants who can carry the torch of medical missions in rural north India.  



