UNAIDS WANTS TO DIALOGUE WITH THE FAITH COMMUNITY

INVITATION TO MEET SENIOR UNAIDS OFFICIALS

UNAIDS, the Joint United Nations Programme on HIV/AIDS, www.unaids.org, brings together the efforts and resources of ten UN system organizations to the global AIDS response.  In many ways, UNAIDS is a coordinator of the global fight against AIDS.  They work on the ground in 75 countries.  The agency has an enormous influence on the global understanding of the AIDS pandemic and on the strategies used by countries and donors in addressing AIDS prevention, treatment, care and support.

Realizing the importance of religious communities and faith-based organizations in the global fight against AIDS, UNAIDS has long worked with the faith community as a key partner.  See http://data.unaids.org/Media/Speeches02/sp_piot_interfaith_10jul04_en.pdf
To strengthen the interaction between the Geneva-based UNAIDS and U.S. FBOs, they have asked CCIH to organize on an interfaith basis meetings with senior UNAIDS officials visiting the U.S. in the next few weeks.

You are invited to any or all of the following three events:
1.  Sally Smith, UNAIDS Partnership Adviser and liaison with the faith community
Date and Time:  Thursday, September 13th, 10:00 to 11:45 am (optional lunch following)

Venue: U.N. Conference Centre, 1775 K Street, NW, 4th floor, Washington, DC. Tel. 202-331-8670. (close to Farragut West station on the METRO orange or blue lines or to Farragut North station on the red line) 

Sally, a former missionary with the United Mission to Nepal, is eager to meet with American FBO representatives to brief them about UNAIDS and its work and to learn from the experience of FBOs involved in AIDS.  She will be interested in hearing about the interests and concerns of the faith community with respect to UNAIDS,  its policies, strategies, and programs.

For planning, if at all possible, RSVP in advance to Pauline Muchina at the UNAIDS Washington office, email muchinap@unaids.org, or phone 202-223-7613.  If you cannot come to the morning meeting but would like to join us at lunch, contact Pauline for details.

 

2.  Sally Smith, in New York City
 

 

Date and Time: Friday, September 14, noon to 2:00 pm, brown bag lunch

 

Venue:  World Conference on Religion and Peace conference room, 777 UN Plaza, 9th Fl., New York City (across from U.N. General Assembly building).

This meeting will be similar in purpose to the one above. It will be hosted by the World Conference on Religion and Peace, www.wcrp.org, contact person Jim Cairns, jcairns@wcrp.org, and Tel. 212-687-2163.

 

3.  Peter Piot, UNAIDS Executive Director
Date:  Tuesday, September 18th, 6:00 to 7:30 pm for a reception

Venue:  On Capitol Hill, Washington, DC, precise location to be determined.

Dr. Piot, the head of UNAIDS since its beginning a decade ago and a leading figure in global AIDS circles, will be visiting Washington the following week.  Although his schedule is packed, he decided that it is crucial for UNAIDS to strengthen their relationships with the faith community in the U.S.

We will inform you of details when finalized. This will be a great opportunity for dialogue between the faith community and UNAIDS and we are hoping for a good turnout of senior representatives from the faith community
