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International Donors Meet in Berlin to Pledge Future Financial Commitments to the Global Fund to Fight AIDS, Tuberculosis and Malaria
-- Representatives of G8 countries, United Nations, international corporations and NGOs make their pledges for the next three years --

Washington D.C., September 27, 2007 – Today, international donors to the Global Fund to Fight AIDS, Tuberculosis (TB) and Malaria, including more than 50 delegations from donor countries, the private sector, civil society and United Nations partner organizations, announced pledges totaling $9.7 billion for the years 2008 to 2010 at the Global Fund Second Voluntary Replenishment Meeting held in Berlin, Germany from September 26 – 28, 2007. 

Chaired by former UN Secretary-General Kofi Annan and hosted by the German Chancellor Angela Merkel, the meeting comes three months after the heads of the eight richest countries met at the G8 Summit and pledged to support rapid expansion of the Global Fund to a size of $6 to $8 billion a year by 2010. This would result in a total need of $12-18 billion over the next three years for the Global Fund, requiring at least $2 billion annually from the United States Government.

“Today’s pledges are a real testament to the international communities’ support for the Global Fund and their commitment to fighting HIV/AIDS, TB and malaria around the world” said Natasha Bilimoria, Executive Director of Friends of the Global Fight Against AIDS, Tuberculosis and Malaria. “With these strong commitments, it will be critical for the United States to increase its future contributions to the Global Fund so that it can dramatically expand its programs. The United States will play a vital role in determining the future growth and success of the Global Fund.” 

The total pledging amount is constituted of firm pledges as well as projections of floor level financing expected by some countries, private sector and innovative funding mechanisms. A follow-up conference will take place in early 2009 at which time governments and other stakeholders will make additional commitments.

As of May 2007, the Global Fund – which was created in 2002 to raise and disburse large sums of money around the world to fight AIDS, TB and malaria – has supported HIV/AIDS treatment for 1.1 million people. In addition, the Global Fund has treated 2.8 million people with effective drugs to fight tuberculosis, a 100% increase in just one year. The Global Fund has also distributed 30 million bed nets to protect children and families from malaria, a 165% increase since last year. 

The U.S. continues to be the largest contributor to the Global Fund and to date, has committed a cumulative total of $2.5 billion since the inception of the Global Fund. Congress will soon be making final decisions on the 2008 funding bills, with the hopes that at least $890 million will be contributed to the Global Fund through the Foreign Operations and Labor-HHS appropriations bills.  

For every $100 million provided to the Global Fund, 11,000 people can be put on AIDS treatment, 80,000 can be treated for TB and 630,000 bed nets can be distributed to prevent malaria. In 2008, the Global Fund will need $1.3 billion from the U.S. to renew existing successful programs and to expand its work.

Pledges by G8 Countries - September 2007
	Country
	Amount (in US dollars)

	United States
	$2.17 billion (Global Fund projection)[1]

	United Kingdom
	$728.6 million

	Germany
	$849.1 million

	France
	$1.27 billion

	Canada
	$375 million (Global Fund projection)

	Russia
	$217 million

	Japan
	$183.8 million (Global Fund projection)

	Italy
	$551.9 million


FRIENDS OF THE GLOBAL FIGHT

Friends of the Global Fight works to educate, engage and mobilize American decision-makes in the fight to end the worldwide burden of AIDS, tuberculosis and malaria. By focusing these efforts on decision-makers in Washington, Friends seeks to build a sustained political commitment to supporting the Global Fund and the fight against the three diseases. For more information about Friends of the Global Fight, please visit: www.theglobalfight.org.

THE GLOBAL FUND TO FIGHT AIDS, TUBERCULOSIS AND MALARIA

The Global Fund is a unique global public/private partnership dedicated to attracting and disbursing additional resources to prevent and treat HIV/AIDS, tuberculosis and malaria. This partnership between governments, civil society, the private sector and affected communities represents a new approach to international health financing. The Global Fund works in close collaboration with other bilateral and multilateral organizations to supplement existing efforts dealing with the three diseases. 
The Global Fund provides more than 20 percent of international funding to fight AIDS, as well as two-thirds of international funding to fight malaria and tuberculosis. 

Since its creation in 2002, the Global Fund has become the dominant financer of programs to fight AIDS, TB and malaria, with approved funding of US$ 8.6 billion for 450 programs in 136 countries. So far, programs supported by the Global Fund have averted 2 million deaths through providing AIDS treatment for 1.1 million people, TB treatment for 2.8 million people, and through the distribution of 30 million insecticide-treated bed nets for the prevention of malaria worldwide. 

The Global Fund is structured so that no donor resources are spent on overhead, securing that 100 cents out of every dollar reaches people in need in developing countries. For more information about the Global Fund, please visit: www.theglobalfund.org.
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[1] The United States Government follows an annual appropriation of funding and is not able to confirm multi-year pledges.  The projected US contribution noted above made by the Global Fund Secretariat is based on the US contribution for financial year 2007. It is understood that this projection does not constitute a pledge. 





