Observations from the Field: Faith-Based Organizations’ Comments on 
Experience with UNAIDS and Suggestions for Enhancing Collaboration 

These comments are responses to queries by Christian Connections for International Health to identify FBO experiences with UNAIDS, and suggestions of what might be done to address the issues.  They were shortened and edited by Ray Martin, September 18, 2007. Some requested confidentiality; others did not.
1.  From Vuyelwa Chitimbire, Director, Zimbabwe Association of Church Related Hospitals

We are a faith based organization in Zimbabwe.  ZACH is not getting any direct funding from UNAIDS but benefits through nationally supported initiatives or through partners funded programs by UNAIDS. Also we have realised that calls for proposals are not advertised widely in our local papers by UNAIDS.  Maybe we are not well informed about UNAIDS program support for big project. FBOs in most instances are not taken seriously by most donor partners is generally due to their charity orientation. However things has changes in the past 10 years as most FBOs are now business oriented and have recruited professionals to run their programs due to demand and needs in the following areas: Health Sector, Humanitarian, Developmental, HIV and AIDS, Food Security, Poverty Reduction including Governance issues.  All these issues are encompassing in dealing with Disease, HIV and AIDS and the alleviation of poverty. 
My view therefore, is that, International Organization like UNAIDS should move with the dynamic and environmental trends of partnering countries as well as capacitate NGOs and FBOs with this issues, as most African government have problems in accounting for funds once they are put in their financing systems, hence that mistrust by international partners and withholding of funds to countries at the cost of civil societies. Secondly one would also like to know how UNAIDS comes up with their support strategies and what they do take into account in coming up with them.  And finally there is now a need  for UNAIDS to appreciate the work of FBOs as most governments including the USA have their services complemented and or supported by relief and emergencies agencies, most of  whom are supported through FBOs, i.e. World Vision, MAP, Major Hospitals, etc.

 

2.  Rebecca J. Vander Meulen, MPH, Diocese of Niassa (Anglican Communion), Coordinator, Programa de VIDA (HIV and AIDS Program), Lichinga, Mozambique
I have NEVER had any interaction with UNAIDS here in Mozambique, but would be interested in being on an email list (rvandermeulen@fastmail.fm).

 


3.  From a leading Catholic AIDS expert and program manager

My own experience with UNAIDS people in the field has been more positive in some countries, …… But I concur with the perception that Catholic Church in-country workers share a rather general perception that the UNAIDS office is not very accessible. In some cases, that is the physical reality - I once visited the UNAIDS Southern Africa regional office - which is located in the midst of an industrial park outside Johannesburg with no identifying signs, etc. - it was almost impossible to find them. There I also found that neither the regional office staff nor the national office staff had ever made contact with the office of Southern Africa Catholic Bishops' Conference in Pretoria despite the fact that the latter agency is the second largest provider of ARVs in the country.

There are notable exceptions - e.g., India, Philippines, Lesotho, where the UNAIDS Country Offices are very much engaged in the work with FBOs.

One particular suggestion I would make to UNAIDS is that even though UNAIDS is not a funding agency, it has great influence with Global Fund CCMs at country level and could use that influence to advocate for more GF funding to go to FBOs which often deliver the lion's share of the services in developing countries (but CCIH already knows this fact very well).


4.  From a Catholic missionary AIDS worker in Africa

Generally, UNAIDS people in Geneva, and UNAIDS people from Geneva visiting the field, are very good, or excellent. Learning to collaborate with them is on the right track even though there’s still a good ways to go before we’re taken really seriously as reliable partners.

In Africa, I have not met a single helpful UNAIDS representative/staff on the ground. The single one who seemed at all interested in fighting AIDS and working together, I knew only by e-mail for a few months before transferred out of Africa. What I’m giving you is a huge generalization, but it unfortunately reflects my experience. I don’t know if it reflects the experience of others because, being so disappointed, I prefer not to talk about UNAIDS here, and no one mentions UNAIDS staff, but only the useful UNAIDS reports from Geneva.

More specifically, on the faith-based aspect, I would repeat more/less the same. UNAIDS people in Geneva, and UNAIDS people from Geneva visiting the field, seem generally open to religious groups. At least one can dialogue with them, even if one would appreciate a little more faith on their part and a little less political correctness. By contrast, the few UNAIDS representatives whom I’ve met in Africa (I say “few” because they don’t seem to come out to anything except the most elegant diplomatic functions to which I’m rarely invited) demonstrate the kind of bigotry, disdain, and close-mindedness which resigns me to asking nothing and expecting nothing.

Since you promised not to quote my name, I am glad to have told you what has been my experience in nearly 5 years in Africa working as a Catholic on AIDS. Use my comments if they’re helpful.

Very sorry.

 

5.  From Dr. Sue Parry, Regional coordinator: Southern Africa, World Council of Churches – Ecumenical HIV and AIDS Initiative in Africa
POSSIBLE QUESTIONS TO GUIDE YOUR INPUT
 

1. Has your faith community or faith-based organization had any interaction with UNAIDS?

I work for the World Council of Churches – Ecumenical HIV and AIDS Initiative in Africa as the Regional Coordinator for Southern Africa, covering 10 countries in the region. Yes, I have had many interactions with UNAIDS over the last 5 years, principally in this capacity.
 

2. If yes, describe briefly your interaction or collaboration.  What has been positive?  What has been negative?

Each time I have initiated an activity in a particular country or did a mapping study, I have made contact with the local UNAIDS Country representative and/or the local UNAIDS focal person for HIV programmes. I have always had an excellent reception. In addition, I have frequently invited them to attend the Conference or specific meeting and to give some input into the discussions. Only rarely has this not happened. When I have requested information, this has also been forth-coming. When I have needed a speaker and the person concerned has not been able to assist, they have been kind enough to suggest an alternative.

Examples:

South Africa: 

I always had good relations with Sandra Anderson before she retired from UNAIDS ESAO. She spoke at several of our meetings and we collaborated on a study on psychosocial support for OVCs, when a programme I was responsible for (The Farm Orphan Support Trust –FOST) was documented.

When I joined the WCC, she assisted me with several documents covering each of the countries in my region to assist me in identifying the status of the epidemic and the national responses. I frequently visited the offices in Pretoria.

Mark Stirling has also been helpful and available when I have called. When I undertook a ‘Mapping Study of South Africa: Responses of FBO to HIV in South Africa’ Mark spent time with me in discussion on various contentious issues in South Africa and the various responses and gaps.

Zambia:

Dr Catherine Sozi has attended a number of my meetings and made presentations. She has also made linkages to the UNICEF focal person, e.g. on child sexual abuse when I needed a speaker on this topic for a meeting in Cameroon.

Catherine has asked if we could collaborate in a country-wide study looking at the contributions of FBOs to the HIV response in the country – OUTSIDE of the main cities and major towns. (The limiting factor was funds on our side to follow this through).

Zimbabwe

I have been a participant at a number of UNAIDS – FBO meetings, and have been called upon as a resource person in the development of the Interfaith Initiative. From time to time I receive e-mails from their office asking for information, contact details etc.

Mauritius

Prior to my first workshop in Mauritius, I made e-mail contact with the Country representative; Dr. Joy Backory. When in Mauritius, I had a meeting with him and he facilitated contact with the Interfaith Network which was currently being established in Mauritius. We agreed to collaborate and share necessary information to strengthen the networks. This is on-going.

Lesotho

I had several contacts with the previous country coordinator: Dr Tim Rwabuhamba and he was always very helpful and supportive.

Swaziland

I have not made recent contact there but previously I had a good reception 

ETC.
 

3.  What are your impressions of the level of UNAIDS' knowledge about FBOs, and their willingness to partner with FBOs in mutually respectful and productive ways?

 For the most part, I have found UNAIDS willing to work with FBO but:

· They do not necessarily have an effective entry point.
· They don’t know how to make the connections.
· There are so many different Faiths and those without formal structures, though most numerous, are difficult to make linkages with.

· UNAIDS tends to seek to deal with one representing voice, however because of the diversity of faiths, it is difficult for one person to have the mandate to speak for all the faiths. 

· UNAIDS is keen to work with Interfaith Networks, because it is assumed that they are representative of all the faiths. The reality is that many of these Interfaith Networks may have links with most of the mainline Churches, [but] the larger proportion of the membership is made up of non-mainline churches.
· Some of the mainline Churches, such as the Roman Catholics, have sizeable programmes and should be dealt with directly, not via these Interfaith Networks. They are definitely stand-alone programmes because of the infrastructure, policies, plans and national and international networks within the denomination. They have huge reach. Though they may be a member of the Interfaith Networks, they actually do not need some one else to stand for them or to represent them.

UNAIDS could play an extremely useful and important role. There is a certain protocol in inviting very senior Faith leadership to a meeting. A senior Bishop would not necessarily come to a meeting if he was asked by someone considered to be junior nor if it was felt that this was to be a general open meeting with a number of more junior clerics and lay persons also present. Senior people meet with senior people.

Many organizations are not aware of this unwritten protocol and are trying to engage with senior leadership in the fight against HIV. When a senior leader is invited to most of these types of meetings, he will invariably send a delegate who is not in the position to make statements nor take decisions on behalf of the Church. The delegate may submit a report to his Bishop on return and that report may just be shelved and nothing more heard of it. However, if there is a genuine need to have senior Church leaders together for a meeting, UNAIDS could be the ideal facilitating agent as they are seen as a senior international partner and invariably those invited will then attend. Also, because UNAIDS is non-denominational based, it overcomes the problem of a Catholic inviting a Protestant, or a Sect inviting a Christian leader where there are all the other underlying issues that can cloud dialogue and collaboration, which can happen – if it is approached in a non-sensitive and lacking-in-respect manner.

· Churches, on the other hand, have not had as ready a reception as I have experienced with UNAIDS. Several have never got beyond the door or telephone. They have failed to secure a meeting and have not received much assistance with information or encouragement. Many see the UNAIDS as some powerful structure, totally out of reach and not in the least bit interested nor approachable by FBOs. Many have thus not even tried to make contact. One bad experience becomes the repeated ‘norm’ in discussions. I have found remarkably few who have accessed information or resources of any kind from UNAIDS.

4.  Do you receive the occasional emails with information of interest to the faith community from Sally Smith of UNAIDS, and her predecessor Calle Almedal?  If yes, any comments or suggestions?  If no, would you like to be added to her distribution list?

Yes, regularly and this information has been very helpful. I have forwarded on much of this information to Faith networks, where appropriate. I have also appreciated the small summaries of the documents which can then be accessed online if necessary.

 

5.  In your country programs in the field, have you had any assistance from or interaction with UNAIDS country representatives?  Any comments or suggestions for improved support from UNAIDS country representatives to FBOs?

See above

I think the country offices should have more hard copies of frequently requested documents such as the Global reports etc. I recently attended the South African AIDS Conference in Durban. When I visited the UNAIDS stand to specifically request such documents they were unable to supply, neither at the Conference nor from their resource centre. This surprised me. I especially tried from South Africa as I know such materials are difficult to access in Zimbabwe.

Also, I have yet to receive anything by post from UNAIDS, when I have submitted a written request (on UNAIDS request sheet). The only time I have received anything is when I have physically visited the resource center in Geneva.

   

7. Do you or your in-country FBO partners feel as though you are integrated in the national AIDS control effort?  Examples, positive and/or negative.

Zimbabwe is a problem. Most FBO are not happy with the representation

 

8. Overall, what general comments or suggestions do you have for strengthening UNAIDS' effectiveness in supporting and partnering with the faith community?  Any thoughts about new initiatives to recommend to UNAIDS?

World AIDS Day is an ideal opportunity to engage with FBOs. I would recommend that the local UNAIDS office made an outreach to Churches/faiths several months before December, informing them of the theme for the year and offering posters to support the Churches’ AIDS initiative for World AIDS Day. This will challenge churches, who are not planning on doing anything, to seriously start thinking ahead what might be possible.

UNAIDS could also suggest some ideas and some web-sites where more information could be accessed to help in the preparation.

Please convey my gratitude to UNAIDS for the helpful collaboration I have experienced. It has made an enormous difference to my work.

6.  From the President of a US NGO with strong ties to many FBOs and PEPFAR HIV prevention programs

My only suggestion is that the UNAIDS leadership needs to be more tolerant and more sensitive to the faith community.  We don’t send people who are disrespectful to other cultures to be our ambassadors, nor should UN representatives go to places where they demean people or their cultural beliefs, especially their faith traditions.  Arrogance must end.  
7.  From Emily Chambers along with Sheri Warren, HIV/AIDS Team Leader, Samaritan’s Purse

1.  Has your faith  community or faith-based organization had any interaction with UNAIDS?

Samaritan's Purse (SP) has had limited interaction with UNAIDS, mainly in the form of dialogue. In 2005, the HIV/AIDS Program Director met with some officials in Geneva, and in 2006 Pauline Muchina developed a dialogue with SP about the work SP is doing around the work and about ways that SP could work alongside her efforts in the US.

2.  If yes, describe  briefly your interaction or collaboration.  What has been  positive?  What has been negative?

On the positive side, UNAIDS in DC (Pauline in particular) has reachedout to understand the scope of work that SP has, and has actively sought to engage SP's leadership in events like the World AIDS Day Summit last year. However, the role that UNAIDS wants to engage SP in seems focused on advocacy to US churches, whereas SP's focus of work is on implementation through churches in Asia, Africa, and Latin America. The limited engagement with FBOs on implementation and evaluative research may be one of the key weaknesses of UNAIDS.

3.  What are your  impressions of the level of UNAIDS' knowledge about FBOs, and their  willingness to partner with FBOs in mutually respectful and productive  ways? 

Certainly UNAIDS officials have been willing to engage in dialogue, which is helpful. But UNAIDS, like other UN organizations, has a mandate and comfort level in working primarily with government agencies and groups instead of with civil society (FBOs, NGOs, etc.). One step in the right direction is that the program board has one NGO member, but FBOs would probably also benefit from a higher level involvement in decision making. At the in-country level, UNAIDS should enlist the assistance of both high-profile FBO leaders (like bishops) AND lower-profile but influential leaders of organizations that are very active in HIV work (like Edward Barelemwa ofPACANET). Often ranking church bureaucrats are engaged in boards and committees, but implementers are left out. The grassroots implementers could be engaged more by UNAIDS to the benefit of all.

4.  Do you receive the occasional emails with information of interest to the faith community from Sally Smith of UNAIDS, and her predecessor Calle Almedal?  If yes, any comments or suggestions?  If no, would you like to be added to her distribution list?

I don't receive this, and would like to. Also, can you please add Sheri Warren, SP's new HIV/AIDS Team Leader, to the list? SWarren@samaritan.org 

5.  In your country  programs in the field, have you had any assistance from or interaction with  UNAIDS country representatives?  Any comments or suggestions for  improved support from UNAIDS country representatives to FBOs? 

SP has not had direct interaction in the field with UNAIDS. I think this relates to the typical mode of UNAIDS working with government bodies rather than civil society (see #3).

6.  Do you have any  comments about UNAIDS' policies and recommendations (see _http://www.unaids.org/en/Policies/default.asp with respect to:

- treatment, care and  support

- HIV  prevention 

Primarily, the delay of sexual debut and partner reduction seem to get better press in HIV prevention than they did in the past, but it would be interesting to see some kind of data on how much UNAIDS programming actually happens on these interventions, particularly in sub-Saharan Africa. – 

Counseling and  testing

- orphans and vulnerable  children

-  gender 

- human  rights 

-  other 

7.  Do  you or your in-country FBO partners feel as though you are integrated in the  national AIDS control effort?  Examples, positive and/or negative. 

This varies from country to country. In Mozambique, SP has been engaged with CNCS, the national AIDS control program, for a number of years. In Uganda, where SP has been engaged in HIV/AIDS work for about 7 years, our office has had little or no relationship with the broader national efforts. In both countries, the SP office plays a role in their level of involvement with national AIDS programs in country. However, it is interesting that SP can be implementing 6 or 7 figure USAID funded programs in a country and that the coordination with national programs can be little more than signed pieces of papers acknowledging our work in a certain region.

 
Another country with strong coordination for most NGOs is Ethiopia, where USAID, CDC, UN groups, and the national government have committed to the national and regional levels.

 
This kind of variance makes any generalization impossible, but overall,FBOs needs to make more efforts to engage national AIDS control efforts, and the national AIDS control efforts also need to engage FBOs. In Uganda a major meeting was called for those implementing HIV/AIDS programs, and organizations that were implementing with private funds or USAID funds only seemed absent from the list. The organizations need to make themselves known to NAC's, but NAC's should also strive to include as many partners as possible in stakeholder meetings.

8.  Overall, what  general comments or suggestions do you have for strengthening UNAIDS'  effectiveness in supporting and partnering with The faith community?  Any thoughts about new initiatives to recommend to UNAIDS? 

*Consider appointing a faith-based representative (preferably from sub-Saharan Africa) for one year to the programming board 

*Consider partnering with several FBO groups to study the infrastructures of faith-based and government-based HIV programming and publish a handbook on what works and what doesn't work with recommendations to all stakeholders

8.  From a Ugandan youth worker and communicator involved in AIDS education:

UNAIDS in Uganda has been friends with FBO's though like many others, there is some level of cynicism with AB-based organisations. In many instances, they are not willing to partner with AB only organisations. They would like to have a component of C. Now in a multisectoral approach, I would expect that we let different players to do the part they are good at and that is what we should support them to do.

I still continue with my campaign among the youth in Universities and colleges.

9.  From Doug Fountain, an American, Head, Department of Health Sciences and Director of Planning, Ugandan Christian University, Mukono, Uganda

I have to say that I have had no direct dealing with UNAIDS though they are a major player in Uganda.  

They have provided information and support for programmes here that are important.  I do not know, however, whether they have a good reputation with the FBOs in Uganda – I suspect that’s a mixed bag because any support that comes is useful.  The reputation they have (deserved or not) is that they are entirely pro-condom, to the point of not tolerating Abstinence/Faithfulness.  For example, I believe they were behind a push to create a national “policy on condoms” but not a national policy on A/B or on holistic prevention of which condoms might play one part.

As for me personally, while I’ve given information to their funded organizations, I have never heard from UNAIDS, never been invited to their meetings, never heard from them about funding or other support available.  This is odd, given that I am Head of Health Sciences, Patron for a major University HIV/AIDS programme, and a point person in a Christian University with 6000 students that is concerned with HIV/AIDS.  Is it because we are Faith Based?  I don’t know.

Of course, in Uganda, FBOs have always had a key part to play in HIV programmes and services.  Other organizations are probably better at chasing funds than we are.  But I do think that there is a major gap in Uganda – investment in the infrastructure to support medical, counseling, and social work professions that deal directly with HIV and its consequences.   University education is one such part of the infrastructure.  There is so much focus on developing community/grass roots organizations that few people pay attention to where the training is going on for the very people working on those projects.

10.  Dr. Biangtung Langkham, Emmanuel Hospital Association, India

POSSIBLE QUESTIONS TO GUIDE YOUR INPUT

1.  Has your faith community or faith-based organization had any interaction with UNAIDS? Yes

  2.  If yes, describe briefly your interaction or collaboration.  What has been positive?  What has been negative? 

EHA personnel have had interaction with UNAIDS especially Dennis Broun, the current Country Coordinator and Nandini Kapoor Dhingra, the National Program Officer in UNAIDS Office New Delhi. EHA’s role as a leader in HIV/AIDS responses in the North East   has been well recognized. We had been part of the UNAIDS Technical Consultant Team assisting designing NACP Phase III especially for the 8 N E states and to provide continuing technical support to these states in these areas bordering Myanmar, Bangladesh, China and Nepal.  We have discussed on several occasions on whether UN can contract with us as organization in some technical support areas to deliver quality of services to the states. The trust they have on FBO like us is remarkable and we need to prove ourselves!

  3.  What are your impressions of the level of UNAIDS' knowledge about FBOs, and their willingness to partner with FBOs in mutually respectful and productive ways?

FBOs’ engagement in HIV/AIDS response has not been singularly high except perhaps from the Church. UNAIDS can do perhaps more in leveraging the strengths of FBOs. However the challenge they have in a pluralistic society is huge. UN bodies are quite open but they are looking for the commitment as well as the level of capacity /expertise that is there in FBOs  

4.  Do you receive the occasional emails with information of interest to the faith community from Sally Smith of UNAIDS, and her predecessor Calle Almedal?  If yes, any comments or suggestions?  If no, would you like to be added to her distribution list?

  Could strengthen the channel much more vigorously, knowing we did worked together as FBOs in the past

6.  Do you have any comments about UNAIDS' policies and recommendations (see http://www.unaids.org/en/Policies/default.asp):

  We agree with UNAIDS policies and recommendations as appropriate for India and are often their agents for disseminations.
7.  Do you or your in-country FBO partners feel as though you are integrated in the national AIDS control effort?  Examples, positive and/or negative.

  To the extent that we have the capacity, we are never sidelined. The opportunities are there …..

8.  Overall, what general comments or suggestions do you have for strengthening UNAIDS' effectiveness in supporting and partnering with the faith community?  Any thoughts about new initiatives to recommend to UNAIDS?

  1. Programs directly funded to build up FBO responses. FBOs usually look for gaps and respond and they need strengthening.
  2. A designated position in UNAIDS to work on that might be a good idea for each country offices.
11.  From a naturalized American from D.R. Congo supporting health work in Congo with his own FBO:

Unfortunately, most of recent contacts I had were mostly with the UNFPA country level officials and technical staff in different African countries. In some of the countries, we've managed to meet with some UNAIDS officials just to get a feel on what they are providing as TA support including procurement of HIV/AIDS supplies (ARVs, HIV test kits, etc.)

12.  From the Director, Center for Medical Missions, of a major U.S. network of Christian physicians and health professionals

Thanks for giving me a chance to respond but I have never had any dealings with UNAIDS so I’m afraid I can’t add anything to the discussion.

13.  From the Director of a U.S. agency promoting abstinence

We have no formal links with UNAIDS, but are happy to draw on their policy and treatment information to keep our programs up to date.

***************************************
Ray Martin request for information, September 2007:
This message is being sent to CCIH members and friends who may have had interaction with UNAIDS, the Joint U.N. Programme on AIDS, www.unaids.org.  CCIH is helping to organize meetings between top UNAIDS officials and the faith community.  If you have had any interaction with UNAIDS, or would like to, we would ask you to share briefly your experiences and impressions about the work of UNAIDS and its collaboration with the faith community and FBOs, and to solicit your suggestions about how relations and cooperation with UNAIDS might be strengthened and improved.

Peter Piot, UNAIDS executive director, will be visiting the U.S. and has asked for a reception with the faith community on September 18 from 6:00 to 7:30 pm in Washington, DC.  Sally Smith, UNAIDS Partnerships Advisor and liaison with the faith community, will also be visiting the U.S. with open meetings with the faith community scheduled for September 13 from 10:00 to 11:45 am (followed by an optional lunch) in Washington, DC, and on September 14 from noon to 2:00 pm in New York City.  UNAIDS has asked CCIH to help organize these meetings.  If you haven't already received an invitation, but would like to attend or to send a colleague, please let me know.

Some of you contributed to an informal May 2007 CCIH survey about the faith community and the Global Fund.  I drew heavily from your responses in the remarks I made at a luncheon with the new Global Fund executive director and that became the basis for an ongoing dialogue between the faith community and the Global Fund.

Similarly, we would like our interaction with Peter Piot and Sally Smith to be equally useful both to ourselves in the faith community and to UNAIDS, hopefully leading to greater understanding and enhanced collaboration.  We need your input, ideally by September 11.  We have not prepared a formal questionnaire, but will list a number of questions here that may help you in framing your contribution to this exercise. Your identity in your responses will be kept confidential unless you specifically authorize us to share your identity with UNAIDS. Do not feel obligated to respond to each of these 11 questions if they are not relevant to you.

POSSIBLE QUESTIONS TO GUIDE YOUR INPUT

1.  Has your faith community or faith-based organization had any interaction with UNAIDS?

2.  If yes, describe briefly your interaction or collaboration.  What has been positive?  What has been negative?

3.  What are your impressions of the level of UNAIDS' knowledge about FBOs, and their willingness to partner with FBOs in mutually respectful and productive ways?

4.  Do you receive the occasional emails with information of interest to the faith community from Sally Smith of UNAIDS, and her predecessor Calle Almedal?  If yes, any comments or suggestions?  If no, would you like to be added to her distribution list?

5.  In your country programs in the field, have you had any assistance from or interaction with UNAIDS country representatives?  Any comments or suggestions for improved support from UNAIDS country representatives to FBOs?

6.  Do you have any comments about UNAIDS' policies and recommendations (see http://www.unaids.org/en/Policies/default.asp) with respect to:

- treatment, care and support

- HIV prevention

- Counseling and testing

- orphans and vulnerable children

- gender

- human rights

- other

7.  Do you or your in-country FBO partners feel as though you are integrated in the national AIDS control effort?  Examples, positive and/or negative.

8.  Overall, what general comments or suggestions do you have for strengthening UNAIDS' effectiveness in supporting and partnering with the faith community?  Any thoughts about new initiatives to recommend to UNAIDS?
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