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Plenary and Workshop Descriptions

SATURDAY MAY 27

A Christian Perspective on Transformational Development and Indicators (Pre-conference)
Saturday 9:00am-12:00pm
Stan Rowland and Terry Dalrymple

Christian faith-based organizations, mission agencies, and churches are embracing Transformational Development as a framework for ministry in the 21st century. The concept of Transformation is being taught in many seminaries and schools of theology and mission. A google search on May 1, 2006 of the phrase "Transformational Development" brought 4,070,000 hits in .22 seconds. The first fifty hits reveal that Transformational Development concepts are being embraced not only by the church and civic society, but by public and private sectors as well. Together we will explore the opportunities that this movement presents to Christian healthcare professionals, and the issues involved in defining meaningful indicators that can be used by the movement to measure impact. Terry will present a description of transformational development and some of the research that has already been done by a number of different organizations on transformational indicators. Using that as a springboard, they will launch a discussion with all attendees.

Our objectives will be: 
1. To explore the meaning of the word "transformation" as used to describe the method and the outcome of Christian mission. What do we mean by "transformational development"?
2. To explore the role of healthcare as a major component in "transformational development". What is the role of the health professional in transformational ministry?
3. To identify indicators that may be used to measure the progress of Transformational Development work. How do we define success in transformational terms?
Gender, Reproductive Health and HIV Prevention (Pre-conference)
Saturday 1:15-2:00pm

Dr. Elaine Murphy

Dr. Elaine Murphy will engage participants in considering both the moral and health implications of gender inequity and its manifestations in poor reproductive health outcomes such as maternal mortality and HIV/AIDS. The scope of such problems is briefly described followed by selected examples of successful programs to address them. Participants will be asked to prioritize reproductive health issues and consider what actions good people should take.
Reinvigorating Family Planning/Reproductive Health: Making the Case for FBO Leadership
Saturday 3:00-4:30pm

An Overview of Potential Consequences of Unintended Pregnancies

Dr. Douglas Huber
Family planning (FP) has received less attention in recent years, especially in Africa.  Competing priorities such as HIV/AIDS, TB, and malaria have lowered resources and efforts to meet FP needs.  New evidence shows that birth spacing from 3-5 years, compared with less than 2 years, could yield substantial health benefits for children and mothers.  If no births occurred before 36 months in less developed countries, the IMR would drop by 24%, and under-5 mortality would drop by 35%.   Short birth intervals of 9-14 months, compared to 27-32 months, are associated with a 250% increase in maternal deaths, a 70% increase in third trimester bleeding and a 70% increase in premature rupture of membranes.  Family Planning is now being seen as a major health intervention to reduce both child and maternal morbidity and mortality.
Biblical Reflections on Call to Action for Reproductive Health and Family Planning
Dr. Gloria Ekpo
The session will discuss Biblical reflections on reproductive health (RH) and family planning (FP); the view of various religious groups on RH/FP; the need to reinvigorate RH/FP issues in the context of current public health challenge and recommend necessary action for reproductive health and family planning by the Christian community.

Spotlight on Natural Methods: Interventions that transcend doctrinal challenges within faith based RH/FP contexts
Dr. Victoria Jennings
This presentation will focus on the Standard Days Method of family planning and the experience of FBOs in Africa and Latin America that include it in their programs. A new initiative with the Two Day Method also will be shared. 

Christian Faith, Health and Social Justice 

Saturday 3:00-4:30pm

Dr. Dave Hilton

This interactive session will focus on the Biblical imperative for justice and its importance in achieving health for all.

Diagnostic Tests for Developing Countries: Low cost, High value

Saturday 3:00-4:30pm

Dr. Alynne MacLean

Science with a Mission evolved as Alynne sought a way to combine her love for science with a heart for the developing world. At this workshop participants will learn the advantages of using immunoassays to diagnose diseases. There will be an overview of all tests currently available, Several participants can test themselves for malaria for a hands-on look at this technology. The workshop concludes with a photo journey around the world where these tests are being used.

The Challenge of Christian Health and Wholeness 
Saturday 4:45-5:30pm

Dr. Henry Mosley
This session will examine the life of Jesus, with a particular focus on the many ways He confronted the social stigmas of His time, drawing out lessons and challenges for  the Christian community today.
Christian Health and Wholeness: Understanding Excellence
Saturday 7:30-8:30pm (Opening Plenary)
Dr. Vinod Shah

Understanding Excellence: Why is this crucial to a Christian understanding of wholeness?

Excellence is often understood in a very narrow sense, thanks to the secular media. Historically this has resulted in mediocrity. We need to rediscover a Biblical understanding of excellence.

Avian Flu:  Why Should We Be Concerned?

Saturday 8:30-9:30pm
Dr. Sri Chander, Dr. Milton Amayun
This session will be jointly presented with Dr. Milton Amayun, Senior Technical Advisor of WVI and CCIH Board President.  He will present the basics of avian/pandemic flu and the issues of interest to Christian NGOs, using WVI’s plans as a departure point. Dr. Chander will present the latest in technical knowledge on avian flu, and the disturbing events in Indonesia that may be the precursor of a global pandemic.

SUNDAY MAY 28
Our Scriptural Calling to Care for the Marginal
Sunday Worship 9:00-10:30am

Jyl Hall

This topic is about the story and metaphor throughout Scripture that gives us our calling to the poor and the sick through Christ.  This session will be a story of the background of our faith and why the roots of our calling are in the call to care for the least of these.

God and the Poor: Our Call 
Sunday Worship Service 9:00-10:30am

Rev. David Beckmann

God is working in history in our day -- in many new movements among people of faith and in the movement of the spirit within secular organizations – to liberate millions of people from hunger, poverty and disease. Those of you who minister to those suffering from diseases worsened by hunger and poverty, and those of us leading faith based advocacy organizations have a shared call to witness to our fellow Christians and our elected leaders. We have a God-given opportunity at this Exodus moment.

Collaborative for Transformational Ministry 
Sunday 11:00am-12:00pm

Stan Rowland

The Collaborative for Transformational Ministry is completely committed to action which transforms individuals, communities/neighborhoods, and nations physically, spiritually, emotionally, and socially. Our goal is to so influence individuals that their attitude and worldview produces visible changes in all sectors of their life, in their community/neighborhood, and in their nation. Consider becoming part of this ground-breaking collaborative. Be involved in transforming individuals, communities, and nations in all areas of life, and helping Christians develop into true disciples of Jesus Christ.

CTM IS: 
- A global master network with regional associate networks to foster wholistic ministry. Associate networks are pending. 
- A website for the collaborative effort which is the center for wholistic minis-try. This site includes articles, training dates, meetings, and other things of interest to the network (www.healthwholeness.net). 
- A database on the website detailing the type of wholistic ministry being done by various organizations. 
- An e-journal that is committed to transformational healthcare. 
- A web-based forum and chat room that enables people to talk easily to each other to learn from each other.
Motivational Interviewing: A Special Counseling Tool 
Sunday 11:00am-12:00pm

Tom Davis
Motivational Interviewing (Miller and Rollnick, 1991) is a stage-based behavior-change intervention that can be used for effective health promotion.  It is grounded in decision-making theory and motivational psychology and helps a person to resolve their ambivalence and bring out their own arguments for change.  It has shown to be most effective for those who are less ready to change.  During the interview process, the educator/counselor uses motivational strategies to mobilize a person to decide to choose a change in behavior, and to use his or her own arguments and resources to do so.  Motivational Interviewing has been effective in helping people change a wide range of health behaviors including behaviors which are quite difficult to change where ambivalence can be quite high (e.g., smoking cessation, alcohol and other drug abuse, sexual behavior, and diabetes).  Motivational Interviewing has also been very effective in health behavior change communication in developing country settings such as Zambia when applied by non-professionals.  Food for the Hungry is applying this approach in their ABY HIV/AIDS prevention programs in Africa.  During this session, you will learn the basics of using Motivational Interviewing and learn about resources that are available for receiving a full training in the method.  
PACANet –Fueling and Equipping a Grassroots HIV/AIDS Movement in the Church Conference Overview 
Sunday 11:00am-12:00pm

Jacqui Patterson

Improving the Standard:  Building Partnerships with the Faith-Based Community -- The Pan African Christian AIDS Network (PACANet) in collaboration with Catholic Relief Services (CRS), Christian Connections for International Health (CCIH) and the Catholic Secretariat of Nigeria (CSN), convened a symposium attended by those involved in the Christian response to HIV/AIDS in Africa. In attendance were 216 participants from 37 countries. The participants represented national and local churches, church-based organizations, private voluntary organizations, international organizations, academic institutions, and other strategic partners. The conference consisted of workshop sessions along the theme group tracks of Care, Treatment, OVC, and ABC’s of Prevention, as well as another group that forged a position paper on the family. This workshop will inform CCIH conference participants of the issues and recommendations which arose from each working group, of FBO practitioners, in the areas of policy, program, partnerships, and standards.
Roots of Corruption: Professional and Personal 
Sunday 11:00am-12:00pm
Dr. Vinod Shah
Yes, corruption is rampant all over the world. Yet there are trends that can be an encouragement to Christians. What are these Christian influences that have the potential to ameliorate corruption?
Secondly corruption cannot be addressed merely by working with an individual. There are strong cultural and societal factors that impact corruption levels. An understanding of these "roots" of corruption is important in our mandate to influence society. 

This presentation will revolve around this and will present some evidence to show that 

· Poverty is more often a result of corruption rather than the other way round. 

· When strong family/tribal values transcend “truth” corruption results. 

Values and gods we worship have more to do with corruption than we had previously suspected.

The ABC Approach to HIV Prevention: Fresh Evidence and Recent Controversies
Sunday 2:00-3:30
Dr. Ted Green, Allison Herling

The ABC approach to HIV prevention (Abstain, Be faithful, use Condoms), while enjoying proven success and widespread support in the developing world, continues to be a source of controversy among many in the West. This session will review evidence for the approach and address common questions and criticisms, including "Is the ABC approach unrealistic for women?" and "Is the ABC approach overly simplistic?" This session will also present new evidence in support of the approach from countries such as Kenya and Zimbabwe. Dr. Green and Ms. Herling will present their recent document The ABC Approach to Preventing the Sexual Transmission of HIV: Common Questions and Answers. This document is a major initiative of the CCIH HIV Prevention and Health Behavior Working Group and was produced by CCIH and Medical Service Corporation International. 

Time for Prayer and Reflection: Pathways to Health and Wholeness
Sunday 4:00-5:00pm

MONDAY MAY 29
Innovations in Human Resource Management by African Christian Health Associations 
Monday 9:15-10:15am
Moderator: Charles Franzén

FBO and MOH collaboration in the DR Congo
Dr. Leon Kintaudi

The FBO Medical Office of the Protestant Church of Congo (ECC-DOM) has in particular played a significant role in the development the health system. ECC-DOM currently co-manages 60 of the 515 health zones in Congo, serving a population of around 7,000,000 Congolese. Over the past four years this FBO and MOH collaboration has, for example. increased vaccination rates from 28% to 70%. This presentation presents Lessons Learned in FBO and MOH collaboration by the Medical Office of the Protestant Church of Congo.
Innovative Recruitment & Retention Strategies by CHAM Facilities
Desiree Mhango
Africa continues to witness a massive out-migration of health workers to developing countries. Malawi, like many of it’s Southern African neighbors, has lost an enormous number of registered nurses and doctors, all of whom were trained at great expense to Malawi, with meager resources. The Christian Health Association of Malawi, a national umbrella organization for church-based health services, embarked on innovative ways of retaining health workers, while at the same time recruited non-salaried lay counselors to assist with VCT services in faith-based facilities.  The retention strategy prioritized practicing medical doctors and professors in health training colleges and consisted of a salary top-up package to supplement the existing Government salaries.  This has resulted in improved recruitment and retention of Malawian doctors in CHAM hospitals and has also increased health student output from training colleges, contributing towards ameliorating the national human resource for health crisis.
Strengthening Private Not-for-Profit Health Training Institutions in Uganda
Marieke Verhallen

Participants attending this session will be able to: 1) explain why nurses and midwives are at the center of the human resources for health (HRH) crisis in Uganda’s private not-for-profit (PNFP) health sector; 2) articulate how the following issues are interrelated and critical to the HRH crisis: pre-service nursing education, curricula development, regulation of nursing practice, certification of nurses and in-service training; and 3) describe how the Partnership of PNFP Health Training Institutions (HTIs) can be a tool for advocacy for the largest provider of health training in Uganda.

Reinvigorating Family Planning/Reproductive Health: Developing the Blueprint for Leading the Call
Monday 10:30am-12:00pm

Dr. Douglas Huber, Beth Outterson, Linda Bales, Dr. Gloria Ekpo, Dr. Victoria Jennings

Drawing on their knowledge, skills, and experiences in practice/program, policy/advocacy, research, and coordination, panelists will share their views on the strategies and challenges to engaging in the efforts to both strengthen and mainstream Family Planning and Reproductive Health programming. Galvanized by the case presented in the earlier FP/RH Session, together, all of the participants will develop an FP/RH Reinvigoration Plan which will feature FBO Leadership throughout the framework.  Specific outcomes include identification of a minimum of 3 comparative advantages of FBOs in leading the reinvigoration of FP/RH, 5 challenges we face in reinvigorating FP/RH, 15 resource organizations/individuals who can be enlisted in the FP/RH Reinvigoration Plan, and 4 ways CCIH can support the reinvigoration of FP/RH.  Drawing on these outcomes we will design strategies in the areas of policy/advocacy, research and analysis, practice/program, and coordination as well as lay out next steps for a unified plan to revive interest, activity, and focus on Family Planning and Reproductive Health.

Health Assets Mapping: GRHAM, ARHAP, Health Mapper & More
Monday 10:30am-12pm

Dr. Frank Baer, Dr. Bolaji Fapohunda, Scott Todd
This workshop will present an overview of what is meant by Mapping Health Assets (both geographically and functionally). In particular recent work by the GRHAM: Global Religious Health Assets Mapping and ARHAP: African Religious Health Assets Program will be explained. The current overview of mapping approaches in a number of countries will be explained, e.g., South Sudan, Lesotho, Zambia and Tanzania, and will include a demonstration of the WHO Health Mapper program. Dr. Fapohunda will discuss four main methods of health facility targeted data collection, including spatial data collection, and provide rationale for collecting that data as part of HIS. Scott Todd, of Global Mapping International, will explain the mapping work of GMI and demonstrate mapping software, including ESRI and Health Mapper.
Burnout: The Silent Epidemic
Monday 10:30am-12:00pm

Dr. Ron Mataya, Gracia Blees

Many well intentioned missionary workers have had to return home because of burn out. The session will explore causes of burn out and some of the possible solutions. Some case studies will be cited to illustrate the topic and there will be time for questions and answers.

Student Discussion: Careers in International Health

Monday 10:30am-12:00pm

Students will have the opportunity to talk with health and development professionals with experience both in the US and overseas. This will be an informal discussion tailored to the interests of the participating students.

FBOs in Conflict and Post-conflict Settings
Monday 1:15-2:15
Dr. Anbrasi Edward

The discussion session will address the following issues:

1. Challenges of integrating holistic faith based approach to health service delivery in conflict/post conflict settings

2. Risks and returns in demonstrating faith in hostile nations: Experiences from countries in conflict: Afghanistan, Sudan, Philippines etc
3. Preparedness and resource mapping for Christian humanitarian workers in conflict settings

Where There is No Psychologist: Community-level Treatment of Depression Using Interpersonal Group Therapy
Monday 1:15-2:15pm

Tom Davis

Despite the importance of mental illness in Africa, few interventions have been attempted (and evaluated) related to this problem.  From February to June 2002, 15 villages in the Masaka and Rakai districts of rural Uganda were selected for a controlled intervention trial of Interpersonal Group Therapy (IGT) and compared to 15 control villages.  Depressed people in the 15 intervention villages participated in 16 weekly, 90 minute sessions conducted by trained community-level health workers.  During the intervention, depression decreased from 86% to 6.5% in the intervention group, and from 94% to 55% in the control group.  During this session, participants will explore statistics on depression in developing countries, explore the findings of the Uganda study, discuss their own experiences with depression in people living in developing countries, and be introduced to the basics of Interpersonal Group Therapy for depression.
Teaching Health and Wholeness: Lessons from Uganda Christian University 

Monday 1:15-2:15
Doug Fountain
Health and Wholeness is a new required course for all 5000 students at Uganda Christian University.  The course is applied rather than theoretical and helps students define health and wholeness, understand nutrition, hygiene, sanitation/water supply, sexuality and AIDS risk reduction, fitness, maternal and child health, early intervention and first aid, infectious disease and sexually transmitted infections, addiction, and “building healthy societies.”  The course is heavy on discussion and personal reflection.  Students are encouraged to look beyond health as the absence of disease – and struggle with understanding how emotional, social, and spiritual factors affect their health and the health of family and friends.  We include a section on the “Whole Truth” which includes is based on scripture, and we apply emotional, social, and spiritual perspectives to subjects like hygiene and fitness.

Integrated Church Response to HIV/AIDS: The Irony of Treatment and Care Monday 1:15-2:15pm
Dr. Judith Brown

Anti-retroviral medicines have completely changed the way Christian health institutions in Africa can minister to people with HIV-AIDS.  Widespread testing, early clinical care and ARV treatment are critical additions to their care of the whole person and family. Ironically, African churches and their overseas Christian partners still limit their AIDS ministries to the social and spiritual.  They neglect the physical and are thus not offering health and wholeness.

The Christian Response to Human Trafficking
Monday 2:30-3:30pm

Developing an International Health Response to Human Trafficking
Dr Laura Lederer

Many health professionals working in the field are encountering victims of sex and labor trafficking, but may not realize it.  This session will discuss the global scope of the problem, the health implications of trafficking, and what health professionals need to know to identify and treat trafficking victims.

Identifying the Link between HIV/AIDS and Trafficking in Persons

Kristin Wiebe

HIV/AIDS and human trafficking are linked by several overlapping issues.  The link has been noticed and referred to by several agencies including the U.S. Department of State, Human Rights Watch, and the United Nations Development Fund. But how does this link present itself? And what does it mean in terms of programmatic strategy and practical application of what we know? This session will illustrate the overlapping circumstances and groups affected by both issues and suggest areas where programmatic collaboration would be most productive.
Cultivating a Christian Student Movement for International Health and Development
Monday 3:30-5:15pm

David Beversluis

The CCIH Board has decided to intensify our outreach to students and young professionals. CCIH is convinced that there is a major untapped potential to inspire and mobilize Christian students to be active agents for advocacy and action in international health and development, and social justice globally. The success of the February Calvin College Faith and International Development conference and the Acting on AIDS conference at Taylor University demonstrate that interest. This session was conceived as a way to further the discussion and planning on how to organize Christian students, both on Christian and secular campuses. We hope that the discussion leads to talk about the possibilities and some consensus and sense of direction on next steps. Possible discussion topics:
· Should the focus be on organizing conferences for Christian students?

· Is there potential for a broad-based Christian student movement to form chapters on campuses or support existing student organizations for ongoing advocacy and action on international development and social justice?

· How would such a movement relate to Acting on AIDS and other Christian as well as secular student movements and organizations?

· What organization or structure would be needed to actually coordinate and implement a vision for greater Christian student advocacy and action? 

· If funding is needed, where would the resources come from?
FBO Roles in Decentralization and Co-Management of Health Systems Monday 3:45-5:00pm

Dr. Frank Baer

This workshop will present conceptual frameworks for decentralization and management of health systems with respect to Faith-Based Organizations.  Examples of how FBOs have collaborated (and could collaborate to a greater extent) in the co-management of decentralized health systems will be included.

Care Groups and Community-Based Behavior Change Communication
Monday 3:45-5:00
Melanie Morrow

A care group is a group of 10-15 volunteer community-based health educators who regularly meet together with project staff for training, supervision and support.  They are different from typical mother’s groups in that each volunteer is responsible for regularly visiting 10 of her neighbors, sharing what she has learned and facilitating behavior change at the household level.  Care groups create a multiplying effect to equitably reach every household in a district with interpersonal behavior change communication.  They also provide the structure for a community health information system. 
Participatory Learning and Action

Monday 3:45-5:00pm
Dr. Sri Chander
Participatory Learning and Action (PLA) is an effective method of gathering quantitative and qualitative data from communities with low literacy rates around the world.  WVI has used this methodology with great effectiveness for child survival, HIV/AIDS, and other health and development projects from Africa to Asia and Latin America.  The method is low-cost, simple, flexible and adaptable to many environments.  It can be modified to enable a development worker to elicit information regarding controversial topics in a non-threatening way.
Christian Health and Wholeness: The Way Forward 

Monday 5:00-6:00pm
Laura van Vuuren

Through the framework of a facilitated group dialogue, this final session will seek to synthesize previous presentations and workshops by identifying examples and models of wholeness in the context of international health.  In addition, participants will be invited to share their discoveries about how to establish and maintain health and wholeness in their own lives and how each of us can contribute to the health and wholeness of others. 

