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Dear speakers, participants and all honorable guests – It is my privilege to be here today and speak as an independent voice at the CCIH conference. I would like to greet you all with respect and thank for the opportunity to join this important discussion.

Gender-based violence against women is rooted in many causes and is linked to women’s subordinate status in society. Violence against women cuts across all ethnic, cultural and socio-economic lines. It is defined as any act that results in, or is likely to result in, physical, sexual or psychological harm or suffering in public or private life.
 Violence against women includes, but is not limited to, domestic violence, emotional, physical and sexual abuse and exploitation, rape, trafficking and forced prostitution, honor killings, female genital mutilation and other practices harmful to women.
Today’s panel is not only an opportunity to tell you a tragic story of some women. It is also my chance to bring your attention to the fact that men and boys can play a significant role in combating gender-based violence and fighting HIV and AIDS around the world. 

It is also an opportunity to show you that promoting positive masculinity and fortifying the role religious community plays in these efforts can bring long-lasting and positive change in addressing violence against women. 

Violence against women is a global health, economic development and human rights problem of epidemic proportions.

World Health Organization estimates that worldwide, 1 in 3 women will be a victim of physical, sexual or psychological abuse because of her gender, at some point in her lifetime
. 

1 in 5 women in the world will survive rape or attempted rape
.
2 to 3 million girls and women are killed through gender related violence. In Sudan, 147 women are raped every day, one women dies every 6 hours.
100 to 130 million women around the world have been genitally mutilated. It means, 2 million young girls every year.
The number of women forced or sold into prostitution is estimated at anywhere between 700,000 and 4 million per year. 

Violence against women is a risk factor for contracting HIV.  

Women who have experienced violence are three times more likely to contract HIV than those who have not.
 Worldwide, over 70% of HIV positive youth between the ages of 15 and 24 are women
.
Well, let me speak locally. 

Today, nearly one-third of American women report being physically or sexually assaulted at some point of their lives. An estimated 17.7 million women in the US, nearly 18%, have been raped or have been a victim of attempted rape; 22% were younger than age 12, and 33% were between the ages of 12 and 17.

According to UN Secretary General’s report on violence against women only 89 countries have some legislation on domestic violence, and in many cases the implementation of those laws almost impossible.  As many as 102 member states, had no specific laws on domestic violence, and spousal rape is not a subject of prosecution in at least 53 nations
.

Ladies and gentlemen – violence against women has no borders. It affects women of any age or status in every country, in every city and in every neighborhood – it has many forms and direct impact both on individuals including children and families, as well as society. Because males are typically the perpetrators in violence against women, including them in efforts to combat violence and fight against HIV/AIDS is critical. Lessons learned at the local level can help address problems and provide solutions at the global level.    

So, what can we do to better address violence against women and to fight HIV and AIDS?

It is essential to create more attention to violence against women. 

It requires that our community systematically integrate efforts to prevent and respond to violence against women into assistance programs, including health, education, economic growth and humanitarian activities.  

It is crucial to expand financial support for initiatives to end violence against women and fight HIV and AIDS thru positive and active involvement of men and boys.

It is integral to support programs to improve the capacity of the health care sector to prevent, identify and respond to violence against women. Such programs would integrate guidelines and best practices on addressing violence against women into already existing health care delivery systems. 

Violence against women should be addressed as a means of helping women to become safer and to improve their health outcomes, as well as on integrating policies regarding partnership with men and boys in combating violence against women into HIV/AIDS programming in projects around the world.
And finally, it is essential to support organized efforts, community interventions and campaigns that focus on:

· changing negative public attitudes towards women to stop the tolerance of violence against women; 

· engaging men and boys as partners in ending violence against women and fight AIDS/HIV; 
· teaching youth how to develop mutually respectful and nonviolent relationships. 
In conclusion, violence against women carries with it cultural obstacles and a host of sensitivity and confidentiality issues. From my experience as an individual, who often works as the only male on a multi-ethnic female teams, I try to approach the issue of violence against women with great sensitivity and an open mind. I hope that my role as a male can help contribute to new and innovative ways of including men in the prevention of violence against women and fight against HIV/AIDS around the world.  
I now turn the microphone to my colleague and distinguished expert Mr. Steven Botkin from Men’s Resources International.

Thank you.
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