May 12, 2017

The Vice President
Eisenhower Executive Office Building
Washington, D.C. 20501

Dear Mr. Vice President,

As the Trump administration works to reform the operations of the Federal government to more
surely serve all communities with excellence, we strongly recommend as an essential means the
revitalization of the White House Office of Faith-Based and Neighborhood Partnerships and its
counterpart Centers in major Federal agencies, from HHS and HUD to Justice, Labor, and
USAID. We are glad to note the appointment recently of several people to the Centers, and
encourage the naming of leaders to the other Centers and to the White House Office.

Greater effectiveness of Federal investments in communities requires a change from simply
providing services and goods to catalyzing the uplift of communities and the transformation of
lives. For this, there needs to be great innovation in Federal programs, greater competitiveness
for Federal funding, and a robust engagement with local and faith-based organizations that have
shown their effectiveness.

This is the vision and the method of the faith-based initiative:
* removing barriers that exclude from federal support effective local groups simply
because of their religion or their small size;
* redesigning federal services to support, not replace, bottom-up solutions;
* putting the focus on local solutions that work and helping them become sustainable and
more effective.

The faith-based initiative developed innovative equal treatment rules that now have a two-decade
history and have won broad backing. These federal regulations enable faith-based organizations
to participate in federally funded programs of service (emergency shelter, substance abuse
treatment, prisoner re-entry, low-income housing, international relief and development, etc.)
while maintaining their religious identity and holistic way of serving. Correspondingly, the rules
ensure that federally funded programs are able to utilize the most effective providers, whether
religious or secular.

Yet, because government bureaucracy defaults to a preference for large, secular, providers with
the best connections and grant writers, the White House faith-based office and the agency faith-
based Centers are crucial for ensuring that these rules are followed by federal, state, and local
officials who administer federal funding.

The Office and Centers also play a vital role by assisting smaller organizations and those new to
government partnerships to understand the rules and processes of federal grant making and
contracting, and to improve their operations, accountability, and outcomes. Such changes



expand the pool of potential government partners that know best how to serve the particular
needs and interests of their local communities.

And, by putting Federal agencies and program officials into close contact with small and faith-
based programs with their unique connections to local needs, the faith-based initiative enables
the creation of innovative new approaches to community, family, and individual needs, getting
the government out of the rut of simply funding more of the same.

We commend to you and the administration the record and the promise of the Federal faith-based
initiative as key to improving the effectiveness of Federal social expenditures. And we
commend the initiative—because it reaches into America’s diverse religious, racial and ethnic
communities and localities—as a prime way to embody and showcase the administration’s
commitment to renewing America’s potential for all of its citizens, neighborhoods, rural areas,
and cities.

Most respectfully,

Stanley Carlson-Thies, Founder and Senior Director, Institutional Religious Freedom Alliance

Anthony R. Picarello, Jr., Associate General Secretary and General Counsel, United States
Conference of Catholic Bishops

Rev. Dr. Gabriel Salguero, President, National Latino Evangelical Coalition

Bishop Juan Carlos Mendez, Churches in Action

Leith Anderson, President, National Association of Evangelicals

The Rev Luis Cortés, Jr., President, Esperanza

Steven M. Miska, Director, First Amendment Voice

Dr. Steve R. Timmermans, Executive Director, Christian Reformed Church in North America
Noel Castellanos, President, Christian Community Development Association

Ryan VerWys, President and CEO, Inner City Christian Federation

Reverend Eugene F. Rivers, 111, Director, Seymour Institute for Black Church and Policy Studies
Steven Park, Executive Director, Little Lights Urban Ministries, SE Washington DC

Pastor Cheryl M. Gaines, ReGeneration House of Praise, The Church in the Field, Washington,
DC

Dr. Betty Newell, New Covenant Evangelistic Center, Washington, DC



Pastor Andrew Newell, New Covenant Evangelistic Center, Washington, DC

Pastor Mary Proctor, Wells of Water Church, Washington, DC

Pastor Charles Johnston, Way Maker Ministries, New Orleans, LA

Apostle Angeloyd Fenrick, Higher Ground Prayer Ministries

Pastor Gary Hill, Exodus Deliverance Ministries, Washington, DC

Bishop George F. Haskins, Jr. Assembly of the Saints, Suitland, MD

Pastor Darryl Cook, Life Changing Church, Suitland, MD

Apostle James Mills, Newness of Life Church, Upper Marlboro, MD

Ronald J. Sider, Founder and President Emeritus, Board Chair, Evangelicals for Social Action
David Nammo, Executive Director and CEO, Christian Legal Society

Kim Colby, Director, Center for Law & Religious Freedom, Christian Legal Society

Tom Brejcha, President and Chief Counsel, Thomas More Society

Andrew M. Bath, Vice President and General Counsel, Thomas More Society

Chip Weiant, Board Member, Ohio Governor's Office of Faith-Based & Community Initiatives
Hon. Jim Palmer, President & CEO, Orange County Rescue Mission

Jedd Medefind, President, Christian Alliance for Orphans

William J. Blacquiere, President and CEO, Bethany Christian Services

Albert L. Reyes, D.Min., Ph.D., President and CEO, Buckner International

Herbert M. Newell 1V, President/Executive Director, Lifeline Children's Services, Inc.
Kristin Whitehurst, Grants and Major Gifts Officer, Lifeline Children's Services, Inc.

Dan Bandrowski, Co-founder & Co-director, Wellspring

Garrett Grigsby, Executive Director, Christian Connections for International Health (USA)

John Lyon, President, World Hope International



Dr. Andrew Sears, President, City Vision University

John Jackson, Ph.D., President, William Jessup University
Shirley A. Mullen, President, Houghton College

Kurt Krueger, President, Concordia University Irvine (CA)
Jim J. Adams, Ed.D., President, Life Pacific College

Barry H. Corey, President, Biola University

Robert Osburn, Executive Director, Wilberforce Academy

Thomas J. Cathey, Ed.D., Director for Legal Legislative Issues, Association of Christian Schools
International

Dr. Roy L. Peterson, President & CEO, American Bible Society

Jay Van Groningen, Director of Training Initiatives, Great Lakes Urban

Michael Kozlarek, NavMissions Associate Director, The Navigators

Gail F. Jansen, Attorney at Law

Jacqueline Halbig von Schleppenbach, Founder and Principal, Sovereign Global Solutions, LLC
Joseph M. Knippenberg,* Professor of Politics, Oglethorpe University

Charles L. Glenn,* Professor Emeritus, Boston University

Carl H Esbeck,* R. B. Price Professor of Law Emeritus, University of Missouri

*Institution is listed only for identification.



