Global Nutrition

August 17, 2018

The Honorable Rodney Frelinghuysen The Honorable Richard Shelby

Chairman Chairman

House Appropriations Committee Senate Appropriations Committee

2306 Rayburn House Office Building 304 Russell Senate Office Building
Washington, D.C. 20515 Washington, D.C. 20510

The Honorable Nita Lowey The Honorable Patrick Leahy

Ranking Member Vice Chairman

House Appropriations Committee Senate Appropriations Committee

2365 Rayburn House Office Building 437 Russell Senate Office Building
Washington, D.C. 20515 Washington, D.C. 20510

The Honorable Hal Rogers The Honorable Lindsey Graham

Chairman Chairman

State, Foreign Operations, and Related Programs, Senate State, Foreign Operations, and Related
House Appropriations subcommittee Programs, Senate Appropriations subcommittee
2406 Rayburn House Office Building 290 Russell Senate Office Building
Washington, D.C. 20515 Washington, D.C. 20510

Dear Chairman Frelinghuysen, Ranking Member Lowey, Chairman Rogers, Chairman Shelby, Vice Chairman
Leahy, and Chairman Graham:

As a community of faith leaders, we write to thank you for your leadership on global food security and nutrition, and
for your steadfast commitment to protect and strengthen critical funding for programs that curb hunger and
malnutrition in the FY 2019 State, Foreign Operations, and Related Programs (SFOPS) appropriations bill.

We care deeply about the health of vulnerable populations worldwide. American leadership is needed now more
than ever as we face unprecedented global challenges of potential famines in four countries alongside an uptick in
violent conflict which has displaced more than 65 million people worldwide. Our faith compels us to work to
eliminate the structural causes of hunger, malnutrition, and poverty, and to promote improved health and
development for the world’s poorest. As such, we are grateful for funding levels provided for global food security
and nutrition programs within the FY 2019 SFOPS spending bill.

Specifically, thank you for your steadfast work and support to increase the Nutrition sub-account within the Global
Health Programs account of USAID, which funds critical, high impact nutrition investments. We ask that as you
finalize funding levels in the FY19 SFOPS bill, you will fund the Nutrition sub-account at the $145 million level
included in the House SFOPS bill. Investments in nutrition are the most cost-effective way to ensure children have a
chance to survive and thrive, as malnutrition is responsible for almost half of all deaths of children under the age of
5 — more than HIV/AIDS, malaria and tuberculosis combined. In 2017 alone, USG nutrition interventions reached
more than 22 million children under the age of 5. With a $20 million increase, over two hundred thousand more
acutely malnourished children will be reached with vital nutrition interventions.

As the beginning of Scripture reminds us, we are created in God’s image (Genesis 1:27), and are precious to God.
Our lives are truly a gift from God, and — through our efforts — God cares for all who share that gift of life.
Tragically, though, life for many women and children ends unnecessarily early. Many children who do survive
suffer from stunting, causing lifelong health problems and irreversible damage to their physical and cognitive
development. Today, we follow Jesus’ lead in caring for people who are vulnerable around the world — especially
new mothers and their young children.

We know the life-saving impact of U.S. investments in global food security and nutrition, and your leadership has



been essential to addressing the growing need. Jesus communicates God’s love for the vulernable, and calls his
people to action by reminding us that, “Truly I tell you, whatever you did for one of the least of these brothers and
sisters of mine, you did for me... [f]or I was hungry and you gave me something to eat, I was thirsty and you gave
me something to drink, I was a stranger and you invited me in, I needed clothes and you clothed me, I was sick and
you looked after me, I was in prison and you came to visit me.” (Matthew 25:35-40)

Thank you for your continued leadership and consideration.
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