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Factors in Assessing Context Appropriateness

o Possibly the most broadly
applicable, flexible, and
least technical of the
approaches outlined.

e Potentially counter-
indicated if creation of
shared spaces puts
participants at risk for
further violence or
marginalization

e Potentially counter-
indicated if economic
empowerment initiatives
put participants at risk for
further violence or
marginalization

e Potentially counter-
indicated if economic
assistance provides
incentives that discourage
healing and recovery

e Most often used in
community-level
experiences of mass
trauma

e Potentially counter-
indicated in situations
where conflict reduction
techniques are seen as a
way to pacify targeted
populations or de-
politicize a conflict in
order to maintain an
unjust status quo

e Potentially counter-
indicated in situations of
ongoing conflict/trauma,
where immediate safety
and security are the top
priorities

o Most effective in
contexts where there are
strong rights-based legal,
cultural, or institutional
frameworks in place to
draw upon and call to
account

e Potentially counter-
indicated when, due to
the political, cultural, or
religious context, the use
of a ‘rights-based’
approach is seen as a
foreign or politically
dangerous and puts
survivors or partners at
higher risk

o A flexible approach that
can be appropriate in
most contexts. Best with
information on exposure
rates, prevalence of
risk/mitigating factors,
and where an
assessment of the
relative importance of
this issue can be made
versus other public
health priorities.

e Potentially counter-
productive when other
public health issues have
been widely identified as
a higher priority (even by
survivors), which could
create resistance to
efforts and undermine
effectiveness

MCC

e Contexts with institutional
capacity to competently
and ethically reach most
at-risk populations for
screening, diagnosis, and
treatment using evidence-
based interventions

e Clinical PTSD treatment is
generally counter-
indicated for people in
situations of continuing
traumatic exposure
(hypervigilance may be
protective)

e Many clinical
interventions can be
counter-productive or
harmful if diagnosis and
treatment are non-
evidence based, not
culturally adapted, or not
well implemented
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